Figure 4.4 Genres, Historical Setting, and Composition for Books of the Old Testament (Page 74)
	Book
	Genres
	Historical Setting
	Composition*

	Genesis
1-11 P,J

12 ff. J, E, P
	Sagen --brief, individually independent folktales or brief narratives handed down through oral tradition, legends (containing less supernatural and more historical; usually describe a person or national hero and emphasizes virtue), myths (containing more supernatural), stories, homogeneous narrative; ancient, pre-scientific historiography (accounts of origins, genealogical descent, history of notable families)

	Pre-historical-second millennium 1500-1200 BCE
	Composite, 9th, 8th, and 6th-5th centuries BCE (J,E, P sources)

	Exodus
1-34 J, E, P

35ff P
	Narrative (tells a story, much of the story in speeches), law codes
	1350 to 1200 BCE
	Composite, 9th, 8th, and 6th- 5th centuries BCE (J,E, P sources)

	Leviticus
P
	Holiness codes
	1350-1200 BCE (continues Exodus)
	6 th-5th century BCE (P source)

	Numbers
1-10.29P

10:29 ff J, E, P
	Heroic saga (episodic narrative that moves from birth to death of hero), tales (an event unfolding around a dramatic plot), legend, fable (brief tale with moral point, often using animals), legal documents, lists, itineraries, statutes, prescriptions, poetic oracles(communication from deity), benediction (blessing)
	Pre-1200 BCE
	9th, 8th and 6th -5th century (Older epic tradition and P source)

	Deuteronomy
	Oration, narrative sections, law codes
	Pre-1200 BCE
	7th, 6th -5th century BCE (D source)

	Joshua
	Conquest narrative
	1200-900 BCE
	8th, 7th -5thBCE

	Judges
	Conquest narrative, tales, stories, speeches, reports of ceremonies
	Pre-monarchy, pre- 10th, 1200-900 BCE
	7th century BCE


	Ruth
	Novella (prose fiction of intermediate length; shorted than novel), short story, folktale
	Pre-1000 BCE 
	Arguments for both pre- and post exile (586 to as late as 3rrd BCE)

	1. 2 Samuel
	Succession narrative, court history, hero lists, stories
	Pre 1020 BCE (King Saul) to 961 BCE (end of David’s reign)
	Not earlier than 6th century BCE, possibly 7th century BCE

	1, 2  Kings
	Stories, history
	Middle 10th to 6th centuries BCE
	Not earlier than 6th century BCE,, possibly 7th century BCE

	1, 2 Chronicles
	Midrash (re-writing earlier sources), story, annal  (describes acts or records), history, story, genealogy, lists
	Creation to Persian Empire (539 BC.- 333 BCE)
	5th or 4th century BCE

	Ezra, Nehemiah
	Memoir (recollection of a person), decree, census, codes, confession
	Creation to Persian Empire (539 BCE- 333 BCE)
	5th or 4th century BCE

	Esther
	Fiction,  composite of tales (harem, court intrigue, success-deliverance)
	486 to 465 BCE (Ahasuerus or Xerxes)
	5th century to early Hellenistic Period, prior to 167 BCE

	Job
	Folktale, drama, poetry, cyclic speeches, debate, lament
	Extant parallels to Job date back to 1100 BCE in Mesopotamia
	Pre-exile to 2nd centuries BCE

	Psalms
	Lament, thanksgiving, hymn, song, enthronement psalm, law, wisdom, liturgies (religious ceremony), pilgrimage, history, acrostic (each line or verse begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in correct order)
	1350 BCE (Psalms 90 by Moses) into 500 BCE
	Compiled from older collections to be used in the temple of Zerubbabel (completed in 515 BCE), composed and collected across six centuries; some purport to be written in mid-second century BCE.

	Proverbs
	Proverbial sayings (sayings drawn from oral tradition expressing  truth, often appealing through metaphor), commands, parental instructions, admonitions, long poems, observation,  discourses, essays, instructions, manual for rulers, maxims (practical advice drawn from experience and put into a concise statement), precepts
	Both earlier and later than 1000 BCE 
	10th-6th centuries BCE

	Ecclesiastes
	Memoir (autobiography or self-written life), sayings and counter-sayings, rhetorical question and response
	Monarchy, 1000 BCE
	8th or 7th to 4th or 3rd centuries BCE

	Song of Solomon
	Poems on erotic love, anthology of love lyrics, liturgy for sacred marriage, dialogues
	Monarchy, 1000 BCE
	10th to Second temple period (515 BCE)

	Isaiah
	Biographical detail, oracles (communication from deity), poetry, legend, miracles, collection of religious verse
	Last half of 8th century BCE
	8th century BCE to 6th or 5th  BCE

	Jeremiah
	Poetic oracles, memoirs, sermons
	Birth or ministry beginning in 627 BCE, death after 587 BCE
	Babylonian exile-7th century BCE to 6th century BCE

	Lamentations
	Poetic laments (expressing grief), acrostic
	Fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the temple in 587 BCE
	Babylonian exile-6th century BCE to 5th century BCE

	Ezekiel
	Visions, oracles, allegory (story with literal and symbolic meaning)
	593-563 BCE
	593 BCE to post-exile editing 

	Daniel
	Story, vision
	587 BCE-Cyrus 539 BCE
	331-199 BCE (some stories may be earlier)

	Hosea
	Poetic oracles, narratives, wisdom sayings
	787-722 BCE (reign of Jeroboam to Hoshea)
	8th BCE

	Joel
	Prophetic oracles, apocalypse (end times)
	9th BCE to middle of 4th century BCE
	9th  BCE to post-exile

	Amos
	Poetic oracles
	8th century BCE, prior to Assyrian conquest of Israel
	8th century BCE with 7th century pro-Judean anti-Bethel redaction

	Obadiah
	Vision, oracles
	Content (relations between Edom and Israel) span 9th century to post-exile 587 BCE
	Some oracles after Babylonian exile 586 BCE-5th BCE

	Jonah
	Story
	786-746 BCE based on 2 Kings 14.23-27
	5th to 4th century BCE

	Micah
	Prophetic oracles
	740-700 BCE
	8th century BCE

	Nahum
	Semi-acrostic, oracle, funeral dirge (wailing song)
	626-612 BCE
	626-612 BCE, some argument for redactor around 300 BCE

	Habbakuk
	Oracle, hymn (religious poem sung), song (poem adapted to music), vision
	Pre-Josiah (640-609 BCE)
	609-586 BCE

	Zephaniah
	Oracles, apocalypse (end times)
	Pre- post-Josiah (640-609 BCE)
	7th BCE

	Haggai
	Oracle, chronicle (history)
	520 BCE
	520-515 BCE

	Zechariah
	Visions, oracles, liturgy, prayer, eschatology
	520- 486 BCE
	Pre-exile (586 BCE) to late Persian of Hellenistic Period 539-333 BCE

	Malachi
	Schriftprophetic (prophecy by literary interpretation of older traditions), disputations (expresses complaints and fears), question and answer 
	500-450BCE
	Persian period, 539-333 BCE


*Dates are based on The Oxford Bible Commentary and to Andrew E. Hill and John H. Walton A Survey of the Old Testament (MI: ZondervanPublishHouse, 1991)
� The various genres and dates listed in the table can be found in the Oxford Bible Commentary, I, 19, The Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha, and The Oxford Companion to the Bible, eds. Bruce M. Metzger and Michael D. Coogan (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).





