Table 3.2 Characteristics of God the Father (Page 57)
	One God and Father 
	Malachi 2.10 ﻿Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? 

	Creates children
	Deut. 32.6 Do you thus repay the Lord,
   O foolish and senseless people?
Is not he your father, who created you,
   who made you and established you?

	Shows compassion
	Ps.103.13As a father has compassion for his children,
   so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.

	Provides them protection
	Deut.1.31 and in the wilderness, where you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you travelled until you reached this place.

	Provides for needs of children
	Matt. 6.30, 31But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?”

	Expects to be honored
	Malachi 1.6 A son honors his father, and servants their master. If then I am a father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a master, where is the respect due me? says the Lord.

	Commands love
	Matthew 5.45 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, ﻿so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.

	Knows needs in advance
	Matthew 6.8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

	Forgives
	For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; ﻿but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

	Gives good gifts
	Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? ﻿11﻿ If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!



	Offers bread
	John 6. 32 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.

	Disciplines the children
	Prov. 3.11,12 11My child, do not despise the Lord’s discipline
   or be weary of his reproof, 
12for the Lord reproves the one he loves,
   as a father the son in whom he delights.

	Loves children
	Matt. 18.10 So it is not the will of your* Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.


