Table1.9 Outline of Bible History−Chapter 1, Page 19
	Event or Period Approximate Dates Abraham and the Patriarchs -2000-1700 BCE –a long period of oral transmission of the Bible that recounts the story of the patriarch Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

	

	Moses and the Exodus-1290-1250 BCE –an accounting of the time when the Hebrews were slaves in Egypt, their escape under the leadership of Moses (the exodus), their route of escape, the location of Sinai, and the origin of the personal name of Israel’s God. Genesis 32.28 explains that Jacob’s name was changed to Israel after he wrestled with divine messengers at Wadi Jabbok. Israel remained the normal designation for the entire nation until the division of the kingdom into Israel, the northern tribes, and Judah, the southern tribes.

	Joshua and the conquest of Canaan-1200-900 BCE—tells the story of the Hebrews crossing into Canaan (the land of Israel before the invasion of Joshua and known as Palestine after the Babylonian captivity), involving principally the books of Joshua and Judges. Joshua suggests almost a blitzkrieg in a rapid and definitive conquest of Canaan. Judges suggests a more gradual infiltration brought to completion with the second and third king, David and Solomon.

	The Judges (tribal Confederacy)-1200-1050 BCE relates the leadership of the Israelites by charismatic military leaders who led loosely confederated tribes. 

	The Monarchy-1020-922 BCE –covers the era of three kings, Saul, his successor David, and David’s son, Solomon. Saul’s story dominates I Samuel 13-31. Saul’s major challenge was to contain the Philistines, one of the Sea Peoples that migrated from the Aegean area and settled in southern Canaan about 1150 BCE. King David united Judah and Israel into one kingdom (rather than loosely confederated tribes) and defeated the Philistines. He planned to build a temple in Jerusalem that David’s son and successor Solomon completed.

	The Divided Kingdom-922 BCE-722/721 BCE—continues the history ending with Solomon and the end of the monarchy. Jeroboam, the first king of the north, set up royal sanctuaries at Dan in the north and Bethel in the south, discouraging worship at Jerusalem. He established his kingdom at Shechem. The northern kingdom fell to Assyrians in 722/721 BCE.

	The Prophets-1250-450 BCE –these were men or women who were spokespeople for Israel’s God Yahweh. They passed on divine messages that they received through visions, dreams, and visitation. Their messages were often unpopular and began often with “Thus says Yahweh.”

	The Babylonian exile-587-539 BCE –tells the story of how Judah, continuing after the North fell to the Assyrians, repeated the same history of rebellion until it, in turn, fell to the Babylonians. Some from Judah were deported to Babylon and did not return until 539 BCE when Cyrus of Persia defeated the Babylonians. The prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel called for the repentance of Judah before the deportation and offered hope afterward in the form of a new covenant. Second Isaiah also held out hope for a new exodus.

	The Postexilic period-539 BCE -135 CE –accounts the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem under the prodding of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. Principal sources of information for this period include Ezra and Nehemiah.

	The period of Hellenism-323-63 BCE—tells the story of Alexander the Great’s conquest of the Persian empire. Much of this history must be learned in the books that Christians consider apocryphal. After Alexander’s death, the three kingdoms that dominated much of the eastern Mediterranean until the advance of Rome emerged: Macedon, ruled by the Antigonids until 168 BCE; Egypt, ruled by the Ptolemies until 31 BCE; and Syra, ruled by the Seleucids until 64 BCE.. 

	The Maccabean period-165-63 BCE-- Jews during this time both resisted and assimilated hellenization or Greek culture. Judas Maccabeus conducted gorilla warfare against opposing Jews and Syrians and liberated Jerusalem in 164 BCE.

	The Roman period-63 -135 CE –Pompey of Rome captured Jerusalem in 63 BCE, attacking the Temple mount, entering the holy of holies, and destroying the walls of the city.

	The birth of Jesus-6 BCE –the New Testament says Jesus was born when Herod the Great was king and Caesar Augustus was Roman emperor.  Herod Antipas (4 BCE-CE 30) executed John the Baptist.

	The founding of Christianity-30-135 CE—tells the story of the post-resurrection period, Pentecost, taking the gospel abroad, first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. Paul, born a Hellenistic Jew, first persecuted the church but converted to Christianity, and undertook three missionary journeys to spread the gospel (33-65 CE). Herod Agrippa I (CE 41-44) imprisoned Peter and executed James, the son of Zebedee. 

	Paul's ministry-33-65 CE 

	Development of Christian literature-50-120 CE 

	Completion of the Bible-After 100 CE 


