Table 1.5 Origins of the Bible according to Older Source Theory*−Chapter 1, Page 15
	Root experiences (Exodus, Sinai) 13th century BCE

Torah (Old epic literature) Monarchy or 1000 BCE

(Yahweh) J (Southern)                      (Elohim) E (Northern Ephramitic)

Priestly P (Torah edited during Babylonian exile 586 BCE)

(Before death of Josiah to during exile) Deuteronomic (Joshua through Kings, builds on Moses’ farewell)

A form of Old Testament existed, edited by Masoretes (600 CE to 10th century)


Canon of Old Testament (100 CE)


*This chart illustrates the origins of the Bible rooted in hypotheses concerning ancient sources, but readers need to know these have found many variant expressions and that all the dates continue to be questioned. This text throughout acknowledges current thinking that narrative originated in one of these traditions.. It can be said generally that objections to Source theory largely arise out of its presuppositions: that monotheism (the belief in, and worship of, one supreme God) grows out of earlier religions, including animism (worship of nature), polytheism (worship of numerous gods), and henotheism (the worship of one God but allowing the existence of other gods); and an evolutionary viewpoint that denies the supernatural and emphasizes human authorship. Beyond the continuing debate, most everyone agrees, however, that the Jewish and Christian Scriptures were written down during a span of a little more than a thousand years, beginning before 900 BCE and ending by about 150 CE. 

Codices (ancient manuscripts in book form) of the Hebrew Scriptures date to the early tenth and eleventh centuries CE; by the second century BCE, the Septuagint (LXX) contains a version of the Hebrew Scriptures translated into Greek, and codices of Hebrew Scripture in Greek date to the fourth and fifth centuries CE.
  Most agree, too, that the Bible was a handwritten book for a much longer time than it was a printed book.

� Walter J. Harrelson, “Reliability of Scripture” in The New Interpreter’s® Study Bible 2244 explains that differences between the later medieval Hebrew text (10th and 11th centuries) and the Septuagint suggests that a fixed text existed in Egypt some time before the 2nd century BCE. Others suggest three possible such texts: one in Egypt, one in Babylonia, and another in Israel/Palestine. Codices of the Hebrew Bible in Greek have survived that date to the 4th and 5th centuries CE, 600 years earlier than the medieval Hebrew text.





