Figure 7.4 Key Names of God

	YHV (W)H

In Hebrew, the personal and proper divine name is represented by four letters (Tetragrammaton) and was written by consonants without vowels, considered too sacred to pronounce (translates as LORD and shows up about 7,000 times in the Jewish Bible), and with vowels added, becomes Yahweh. A traditional Hebrew reading translates YHWH as Adonai, my Lord, for the sake of reverence (3rd century BCE, used about 300 times in the Hebrew Bible, Gen 15.2, Exod. 4.10, Judg. 6.15, 2 Sam 7.18-20, Ps. 8, 114.7). Exodus 6.3 states that the name was not known before Moses’ day (E, P sources), yet the Torah early on refers to Yahweh (Gen. 2.4b) and identifies Enosh, a grandson of Adam, as the first man to invoke the name of Yahweh (4.26).
 Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all adopt a monotheistic God: an all-powerful, all-knowing, Deity who creates, owns, and controls the entire universe. Yahweh is used primarily by source J, and sparingly by E and P; both E and P insist that El and Yahweh are the same God (Exod. 6.2-3, 3,13—16).

Jehovah

Refers to the Latin rendition of the Tetragrammaton, to which the vowels from Elohim and Adonai were added. This divine name can be traced to 1518 CE. Several forms appear: Jehoval Jireh (Gen. 22.14), Jehovah Rophe (Exod. 15.22-26, Jer. 30.17, 3.22; Isa. 61.11); Jehovah-Shalom (Judg. 6.24)

Elohim

Denotes “gods” or “divine powers” with emphasis on the plural. The plural form characterizes much of the Hebrew Bible and appears over 2,000 times (Gen. 6.18, 9.15, 17.17, 33.20, 50.24, used almost exclusively by Eccles., Dan., and Jon.). Eastern languages used El, the singular form, to refer to God (shows up about 200 times in the Hebrew Bible). The Canaanite god of storm, rain and fertility, Baal, is known as El’s son. 

El-Shaddai

God Almighty (Exod. 6.3)

El Elyon

God Most High (Gen. 14.18-20)

Yahweh El Olam (Gen. 21.33)

The Eternal One

New Testament

Kurious "Lord" Found some 600 times in the NT.

Theos  "God" (equivalent to the Hebrew Elohim), 1,000 times in the NT. In the NT all the persons of the trinity are called "God" at one time or another.




� Kugel 216  remarks that both sources (E and P) “seem to agree that God’s name somehow changed at the time of Moses (in contrast to texts from the J source, which use the name YHWH to refer to God long before the time of Moses.”





